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The trail starts at the ANCIENT HIGH HOUSE [01], the
largest timber-framed town house in England. Now

a museum with period room settings, a Yeomanry
museum and regular exhibitions, the house was built
in 1595 for the Dorrington family. Charles I and Prince
Rupert stayed here in 1642.

Take a left along St. Mary’s Passage to ST. MARY'S
CHURCH [02]. The largest Collegiate church, begun
c.1190, and extensively restored in the 1840s by
Gilbert Scott. Opposite the church entrance is

ST. MARY'S SCHOOLROOM [03], built in 1856.

Turn left into Church Lane to see the EVANGELICAL
CHURCH [04] opened in 1839, on the right and the
SOUP KITCHEN [05] which has a 19th century front
to an earlier building, on the left.
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Further along on the left is the SWAN HOTEL [15],
a coaching inn from 1750, where Charles Dickens
stayed in 1852. ST. CHAD’S CHURCH [16], opposite
the Swan Hotel is the oldest church in the town,
founded c.1150, with excellent Norman work and
founder’s stone in the chancel. THE BEAR INN [17]
on the right was also a coaching inn. Turn right
down Martin Street to the COUNTY BUILDINGS [18],
designed for the County Council by T. Hare in 1895.

At the end of Martin Street turn right on to Eastgate
Street. On the left is the WILLIAM SALT LIBRARY [19],
begun in the 19th century by local banker William
Salt, who moved here in 1918 from the OLD BANK
HOUSE [26]. [zaak Walton author of the Compleat
Angler was born on the site of the POLICE STATION
[20] in 1575. A walk can be taken to the EAST GATE

[B], the last remaining fragment of town walls, where
Elizabeth I met town councillors on her visit in 1575.

Return down Eastgate Street to EASTGATE HOUSE
[21], a handsome red brick town house, on the
corner of Martin Street dated 1683, which was the
Chief Constable’s office from the late 19th century
until 1961 and is now the Registras Office. Further
along on the left is STAFFORD GATEHOUSE THEATRE
[22], formerly the Borough Hall, built in 1876 to
designs by Henry Ward, in the French Gothic style.

Turn left up Market Street to the MARKET SOUARE

[23], where a market was held from the 12th century
until it was moved to the Guildhall Shopping Centre
[opposite] in the 19th century.
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THE SHIRE HALL [24], now an art gallery and craft
shop, designed by John Harvey and built in 1798

to replace an earlier Elizabethan structure was
originally used for meetings and dances as well

as the assize court and quarter sessions. LLOYDS
BANK [25] on the right was originally the Old Bank,
founded in 1737 by John Stevenson and incorporated
with Lloyds in 1866. Next to it is the OLD BANK
HOUSE [26], an early 19th century building given by
Thomas Salt in 1872 to house his uncle’s collection
of books.

Turn right along Gaolgate Street passing Salter
Street on the right leading to the VINE HOTEL [C],

an inn since at least 1782. At the end of Gaolgate
Street on the right hand side is a building with a
painted plaque commemorating THOMAS SYDNEY,
LORD MAYOR OF LONDON 1853 - 1854 [27]. A modern
roundabout now occupies GAOL SQUARE [D], where
the Northgate or Gaolgate stood and was used as

a gaol from medieval times. The present GAOL [E],
dating from 1793 is on Gaol Road. Across the square
on Foregate Street is the old STAFFORD GENERAL
INFIRMARY [F], originally built in 1772 to the designs
of Benjamin Wyatt.

Return up Gaolgate Street and turn right into
Crabbery Street along which Queen Elizabeth

I passed in 1575, taking wine before the former
NOAH'S ARK INN [28], now the Surgery, dating
from the 16th century. Turn left into the Guildhall
Shopping Centre and walk straight through to the
Churchyard [if the shopping centre is closed follow
the buildings round to the left].

Pass the excavated site of ST. BERTELIN'S CHAPEL
[29] on the left, which was used as a Grammar
School and Council Chamber after the Reformation,
and later demolished in 1801. Note the remaining
memorial [far right] to the DALE FAMILY [30], a well
known Stafford family who ran an ironmongers
shop opposite the Ancient High House.

Turn left past the church, along St. Mary’s passage
and return to the ANCIENT HIGH HOUSE [01].
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